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TO THE 


High Sheriff of the County of Linas. 


To AYSCOGHE BOUCHERETT, Esa. HIGH 
SHERIFF, &c. 


DEAR SIR, 
Brothertoft Farm, Nov. 25, 1795. 
HAVING been for ten days paſt confined, in the con- 
dition of a cripple, to the houſe, and ſeeing that it 
muſt be utterly out of my power to obey your ſummons 
for Saturday next,“ I beg leave to communicate my ſenti- 
ments in writing; and te requeſt you will have the goad- 
neſs to intercede with the Meeting, for allowing them to 
be read to the afſembled ; as well as to affure the 
Meeting, that it is a cauſe of unſpeakable regret to me 
that I cannot be 
Of the object of the Meeting, fimply as expreſſed in your 
Advertiſement, I moſt cordially approve. But, Sir, how 
is it poſſible at this ſingular and alarming criſis, to approach 
our Sovereign without going farther than to offer him a 
mere congratulation perſonal to himſelf alone ? The two 
very important Bills now pending in Parliament muſt be in 
every man's thoughts; and to every one, objects either of 
or diſapprobation. 
As thoſe Bills cannot become Law without the King's 
concurrence, ſo all who now addreſs him, will _— 
feel inclined to expreſs to him their ſentiments on 


Bills, profeſſedly brought forward in conloquance of the 
late atrocious outrage on His Majeſty's perſon. : 


8 0 80S 6-3" 


Provided any amendment, referring to the two Bills 
above mentioned can be admitted and worked into the pro- 
poſed Addreſs ; I now offer you' a paper, ſtrictly relevant 


* % To confider of an Addrefs to our moft Gracious Sovereign, rela- 
< tive to the late atrocious attack upon his Royal and Sacred Perſon,” 
+ Some matter of a local nature, is here omitted. 
1 A copy of the Author's Petition to the Houſe of Commons, here- 
ig after inſerted iu its proper place. 
to. 


paper may be read, and that ge 
firſt fight perceive the connection, 
to ſuffer the reading 


Meeting ; as what is to foll ng of that 
Vill have reference to the contents of the paper itſel . 


To the Honerable the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled; the humble Petition of the 
THAT your Petitioner in the ſtrongeſt manmer con- 
demns and reprobates all ſuch outrages on peace and or- 
der, and all ſuch flagitious inſults as appear to have been 
jeſty on the firſt day of the preſent Sef- 
fion of Parliament; and thinks the offenders ought, if 
poſſible, to be diſcovered ; and, if diſcovered and convict- 
ed, to be puniſhed in the moſt exemplary manner; and he 
ſumes the laws now in being, fully adequate to that 
lutary end; as well as to the ſtill more important one, 
of preventing, as far as law can prevent, the high crime 
of Treaſon; proyided thofe laws be duly reforted to, and 
_ faithfully adminiſtered. 8 3 
Holding theſe ſentiments, your Petitioner has viewed 
with the deepeſt horror, the attempts now making in both 
Houſes of Parliament, by certain perſans in power, to in 
troduce into the criminal law of England ſuch a as, 
in the opinion of your Petitioner, muſt, if ſucceſsful, ro- 
move from his mind every idea of his living under a froe 


( 5 0 
hs of — tht ſafety and preſervation 
Treaſ 


Rog 
Government, Aa and ey 5 rattices 
and Attempts,” and another“ Bill for the mare effettual 
preventing ſeditious Meetings and Aſſemblies,” to be wholly 
to the laws of this country, injurious to the 
intereſts, ſubverſive of the liberties, and diſhonoring the 
character of the nation ; and pernicious alſo in the high- 
eſt degree, in as much as thoſe Bills, if made law, would 
Rave, to the apprehenfion of your Petitioner, a manifeſt 
3 the diſcontents 8 

the and, as ſoon as the prejudices 
— ſhall by experience be done away, to beget in the 
community at large, a ſettled and rooted diſlike of the ga- 

vernment under which they ſhould be doomed to live. 
Your Petitioner certainly docs believe, and indeed he 
knows, that great difcontent at certain abuſes and 
tions of the Conftitution does exiſt 


and 


of the 
people, whoſe anxious attachment to the Conſtitution has 


taught them to ſtudy its principles, and to confider by what 
line of conduct, both om the part of the people, and of 
their rulers, that Conſtitution is to be preſerved: That 
ef nos, your Petitioner is not aſhamed to own, 
he himſelf has long and deeply felt, and largely ſhared ; 
nor does he wiſh to conceal from your Honorable Houſe, 
25 — of cho —— 

he ſpeaks of, have filled his mind with the moſt melan- 
choly preſages of the approaching loſs of Britiſh liberty : 
nor can he now entertain a better hope, unleſs certain mea- 


now pending, as light | | 
we your Pettionce moit hombly intrcats your Hencr- 
able Houſe, to loek into its own journals, for a Petition 
preſented to it on the 6th day of May, 1793 ; and to 
_ review the ſame Petition, oh Gn ae 
full deliberation, and that impartial regard to the moſt im- 
portant right of Engliſhmen, which the ſubject matter of 
that Petition ſo well deſerves to have beſtowed upon it. 
That Petition, as your preſent Petitioner is credibly in- 
formed and believes, ftates, amongſt a great variety of 
rs of high importance, the following facts and 
and in the following words, namely ; 


6) 
That at the preſent day, the Houſe of Commons does 
* not fully and fairly repreſent the People of England, 
« which, conſiſtently with what your Petitioners conceive 
j GAG, Wop nenoins os 
a grievance, and therefore, with all becoming reſpect, 
« lay thi coplaine before your Honorable Houſe. * 
n; © Your Fetitioners, in affirming that 0 
K uate Fn of the 
% People of England, do but ſtate a fact, which, if the 
«© word © Repreſentation* be accepted in its fair and ob- 
% vious ſenſe, they are ready to prove, and which they 
« think detrimental to their intereſt, and contrary to the 
* the Conſtitution. 
—— Your Petitioners muſt now beg leave to 
„ , to the great- 
4 eſt produced by theſe in the Repreſentation,” 
referring to a long enumeration of defects, befides thoſe 
wi * of which they complain; namely, the ex- 
« tent of PRIVATE PARLIAMENTARY PATR@NAGE ; 
« an abuſe which obviouſly tends to exclude the great maſs 
« of the people from any ſubſtantial influence in the elec- 
s tion of the Houſe of Commons, and which, in its pro- 
« greſs, threatens * the ſovereignty of the country, to 
js Be opal danger the King, of the Lords, and of the 
"—_— The of the firſt ſpecies of 
n —“ operation of the pa- 
= is direct, and ſubjeet to poſitive proof. E16uTY- 
9922 54rd 
«© ſend ONE HUNDRED AND FIPTY-SEVEN of your Ho- 
1 — 1 
«« tjoners are ready, if the fact be to 
ng N 
4 The ſecond ſpecies of cannot' be ſhewn 
* with equal accuracy, though it is felt with equal force. 
« Your Petitioners are convinced, that, in addition to 
* the ene hundred and fifty. ſeven Honorable Members above 
«© mentioned, one hundred and fifty more, _—_—_ the 
8 whole THREE HUNDRED AND SEVEN, are 


to 

Honorable Houſe, not by the collected voice of 
T .* but by the recom- 
ec mendation of ſeventy powerful individuals, added to 


vs the eighty- four above mentioned, and making the total 


« number of — — only ONE HUNDRED , 
« AND 


© common report, and ; I 
a which return the Members — 
your Petitioners are ready to name them, and to prove 
the fact; or if che Members in queſtion can be made 
» your Petitioners will name them, 


here recited be true, —and your 
Petitioner has been eredibly informed, they were not ſo 
much as Ae = - any Member of your Honorable 
Houſe when he 
out giving 
of which he 


We) b tpn, be ip. he Buy hehe Te 
the and 
— independent, balancing powers 
Monarchy, and Ariftocracy, indeed, hold their reſpec- 
tive places, undiminifhed in ſplendour, — — 
ſeſſing their conſtitutional ſhares in the government: 
when your Petitioner looks for ace, when eek 
the —ü— ü— — great na- 
— — iled THz Commons or Gzzar Bai- 
to ema- 


TAIN IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED, 
nate from, and to be identificd with the great maſs of the 
,—touched by their every grievance, — — 
in all their natural and honorable 
find ſuch a Repreſentative Body to exiſt ? + on 
nals of your Honorable Houſe, on the contrary, inform 
him, that a decided majority of your Honorable Houſe are 
— ty domme wdrwed Gas pdbacun rng.tr = 
t pear ts repreſent,” but under the private or by 
"0 ate authority of eve hundred and aur indi- 
viduals 
If theſe alarming allegations be true, if ons gUNDEED 
AND FIFTY-FOUR perſons can, * — at their 


($8) 
things amount to the demonſtration of a fact, which, keenly , 
as it may be felt by your Petitioner, rather than expreſs, he 
will leave to be inferred by your Honorable Houſe. 

If theſe afflicting allegations be true, has there not crept 
into the Government, through an inſenfible decay, which 
needs to be repaired, an alarming, a entous power; a 
mighty ĩrrefiſtible ſomething, dinner rom, and 
to, all the Conſtitutional Eftates of the realm? A power of 
a character utterly unknown to our conſtitution, and abhor- 
rent to the principles of our Government ; a power for 
which political writers have, indeed, an a iate 
lation; but one ſo odious, that your Petitioner, out of re- 
ſpect to your Honorable Houſe, and from his feelings of 
ESSE eee 
forbear to expreſs. 

. —— dave, in the nature of 2 | 
- diſeaſe, grown out of the gradually-increafing decay of po- 
pular Repreſentation ; and have at its diſpoſal the public 

purſe, and conſequently, dependent on its will, the ſupplies 
to the executive magiſtrate, can even his Majeſty be ſup- 

to be beyond the reach of its overbearing ſway ?— 
uſt not the be eclipſed by the ONE HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY-FOUR? And all the juſt ends of Repreſenta- 
tion to the be defeated ; while their every intereſt 
hall be ſubmitted to the power of men in whoſe election 
—— K controul, or influ- 
ence > 
And if it be likewiſe m—__ GM ted in ens. 
ſaid Petition of the 6th of May, 1793, and of which the 
then Petitioners tendered *©© legal evidence, that FoRTY 
Peers, in defiance, of your Reſolutions, have poſſeſſed 
** themſelves of ſo many burgage tenures, and obtained 
„ ſuch an abſolute and uncontrouled command in very 
<6 many ſmall boroughs in the kingdom, as to be enabled 
«© by their own poſitive authority to return EIGHTY-ONE. 
* of your Honorable Members; and that the ſaid then 
Petitioners alſo had © the moſt reaſonable to ſuſ—- 
© pet” (which grounds of ſuſpicion they declared them- 
ſelves ready to ſhew at the Bar of your Honorable Houſe) 
. $6 that noleſs than ou HUNDREED AND FIFTY of your 
% Honorable Members owe their elections entirely to the 
interference of Peers.” If theſe things be true, then your 
— RES" 
y 


3. 


r the Cen- 
fitution, that ſuch as theſe, —_— fo daring 
2 criminal, ſtrokes ſo ſweeping, to remove the pillars 
of thy'fabric, 'ougſat not tw pats without a fold am» mags 
| ; and the more fo, as the truth or th. falſe- 
hood of the allegations can ſo cafily be aſcertained by your 
Honorable Houſe. 

Lord Chancellor Somers, as every Member of your 
- Honorable Houſe muſt know, in a Treatiſe on Govern- 
ment, has truly faid, that Treaſon is @ betraying of the 
« State ; and the 2 and higheft treaſon is that which 
« is commilted againſt the Canftitation.” If, then, the 
Commons of Grrart Barram In PARLIAMENT 
ASSEMBLED be a part, a vital, a facred part of the Con- 
ſtitution ; if it be only on the principle of Repreſentation, 
that your Honorable Houſe can be entitled to that appel- 
lation; if fitting in your Honorable Houſe conftitutionally 
— — and if a loſs to the 
by encroachment or otherwiſe, of a maj 


either 


of the feats 
in Honorable Houſe, have actually taken place, 2s 
fo ſet forth, without denial or queſtion, in che Pe- 
tition on your Journals to which your preſent Petitioner 
now refers ; then, he humbly preſumes, it will follow, as 
2 neceffary concluſion, that the Conſtitution has indeed re- 
eeĩved a deep and deadly wound; there may not have been 
treaſon in the intention, but no man can deny, that he who 
more or leſs deſtroys the eſſence of the Houſe of Commons,. 


. degree of Baron, even 


Should any men beneath the 
Members of your Honorable Houſe, ufurp bur for a day 
— — — 
tions of Lords of Parliament, would not aftoniſhment and 
indignation ſtrike every breait ? And would not the Con- 
ſtitution itſelf ſhake to its centre, if poſſeſſion could be 
held of thoſe ſeats, to paſs as private property frum hand 
to hand! Or, if any Privy Counſellor ſhould dare to ſtep 
with the King into his Throne on the meeting of Parlia- | 
ment, and hidden fetters ſhould alſo be diſcovered under 
the Royal robe, would not a cry of Treafan,” burit from 
every tongue !—Are there, then, your Petitioner humbly 
aſks your Honorable Houſe, only two Eftates of the Realm 
which are to be in, and ſecured by a facred invie- 
2 while the third, like — 
| ve 


213 


"114 it 


1 


rt i Ih 
. + 
1110 ty i ii 


FP. 


2 
: 


111 


the farvite ve perks Ics Kelp to fall into it, 
than thoſe who feel a i at their coun- 


2 man whom he believes 
we 1. — pardoned) was an acknowledged ſpy, and 
under circumſtances that may 1 
the line of his vocation ;- a man, if his own atcount of 
himſelf may be credited, tinQured with fanaticiſm, if not 
with inſanity. 
D nn 

What, after all the agitating alarms, after all the ſucceſsful 


diligence of government in ſecuring perſons and papers, 


and after trials, ſuch as never before oppreſſed the Bench 


and the Bar with the labours of inveſtigation, what bas 
Ce ewe Vow Re TA pow 
the nation to know ?--- Your Petitioner will tell 
onorable Houſe what has been brought to light.--- I his 
has been brought to light :--- That the Conſtitution has al- 
ready been grievouſly injured and undermined ; and that 
nothing but the meaſures which the Reformers point out, 
— ,--- meaſures which they have again 
in preſſed upon the attention of the public and of 
2 —— 
And your Petitioner, with great humility, 2 


think ilf of © the efablifbed Government and Conflitution,” 


( 13 ) 
leave to inform your Honorable Houſe, what has wot been 


brought to light concerning the Reformers. In all this 
fifring of their actions, 


your Peti- 


tioner cannot expreſs to your honorable but i 
that is 2 co * . 1 in lan- 
ves ; and with full over the property, the Ives, 

: fuch horrid coaſpirings to 
n its very foundations, the 
not to the 
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By the ſecond of theſe Bills, the fiered conſtitutional 
right of petitioning the Legiſlature for refreſs of gri 

fo direc at, and if the Bill were to paſs into a 
law, would completely annihilated, that it would be a 
waſte of words to trouble your honorable Houſe with any 
remarks upon the wording of that Bill N 

Your Petitioner, OY it would be a diſ- 
grace to human nature to live under fuch laws, humbly 
truſts your honorable Houſe will not ſuffer them to fully 


an Engliſh Statute-Book; or to alienate the minds of the 


people from the laws, the Government and Conftitution of 
their country. FER e 
Nor ſhould your Petitioner feel juſtiſied to his on mind, 
If he did not remark, that while Bills affect to ſhield, 
they in __ ftab, the Conftitution ; and under the- flimſy 
pre of ſupporting its honor, they go directly, and by 
the ſhorteſt road, and therefore in his conſcience he believes 
them ſolely intended by their movers, to eftabliſh and per- 
petuate its corruptions and abuſes, by cutting off all com- 
munication between man and man, and making it one of 
the teſt of our crimes to utter the greateſt of our 
wrongs, while theſe corruptions and abuſes are to be fanc- 
"tioned and ſecured, under the magic phraſe of the ESTA 
«© BLISHED Government and Conſtitution,”  - 


* 


Pa 


—— wo <wnuwc wc 


3H, 


115 
11 


— 


Tf 


12115 


TH] 
24 


- 
2 
1 


E. 


Fre 


( 6 ) 
wiſhes and intentions of thoſe rulers will be as clearly ſeen 
as if an hundred of their penmen were to he brought in 
8 of the Board of Agricult 
ture, in a v 

valuable work publiſhed in 1792, has man = 
marks on government in general, as well as on that of 
England in particular. He therein ically bemoans 
the defects of our Conſtitution ; and he paints the evils and 
calamities which flow in torrents from. thoſe defects in 
glowing colours. He declares taxation to be car- 
ried to a height that is © cruel, ſhameful, and tyrannical;: 
and this was written before the prefent war, which may 
probably require an additional taxation of five millions per 
annum to be added to our former burthens. 

He points out the neceſlity of reſiſting « that variety of 
i combination, which on principles 9 plunder and 3 


44 75 where at work to en of Europe in 
e n lands 
it to © an ariilderacy uniting with the Crown 


« inſt the People, that we have been infamouſly involved 
<p wars, from which none reap any 2.4 but 
Wh. tribe of vermin which thrive moſt when a nation 
< moſt declines; contractors, , pay-maſters, 
4 ſtock- jobbers, and money-ſcriveners; a ſet Ly Whew: 
N ind in favor of whom, ark 
<« claſſes amongſt the People are beggared and ruined.”* 
He repreſents our 1 ee rates, a 
and monopolies, at thirty millions“ per annum; while 
believe he knows, that 5 whole landed revenue ſcarcely 
exceeds twenty millions; and this ſtatement of our expen- 
diture, I muſt again remind you, was before the commence- 
e to leave 
us under an expenditure and loſs by ies f of thirty- 
frve millions per annum. * 
And, Sir, to ſum up all in one word, this gentleman, in 
the book I quote, tells us in expreſs terms, that the Engliſh 
Conſtitution is . WORTHLESS; Race in a ſingle century 
« it has involved the nation in A DEBT OF $0 VAST A 
« MAGNITUDE, that every bleſſing which might otherwiſe 
c have been perpetuated 1s PUT TO THE STAKE; fo that 


. Young's Travels, 1ſt Edition, p. 323, 640, 348, $51, $55- 


+ ————— — me whereby 
the growers of wool loſe ſeveral millions per annum. 1 
8 


ing all this, we behold the 
a few months, bring forth 
Warning to Britain, in which we 


Fx 


tc tiy 
that 


* 
8 © 


ö r Travels, rt Edition, p- 523» 546» $43, 387, $55- . 
+ Example of France a Warning to Britain, page 277. | . 3 


thoſe points wherein I attempred to refute 
Fes vince Lage ena domy > ay reſpect, 
doo an interpretation 


| 
tons of his meanings, or giving 
F with is, that every Engliſhman 
| decide 

: Sc by > 
| } Ibid. p. 94+ * FA \ 
| D cc 

Bo 54 © tory 
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the hands 


( 8) 


6 tory, and is not reſponſible to the People Good God! 

And when we ſee ſuch doctrines maintained by the Seecre- 

ary 5 Fa Board, can che drift of our rulers be miſ- 
Ha | 


| iſt, with'that decay of 

pular election Tb the whole: Np! of 

gland into * _— of the oo A and fifty-four, 
as conpletely as eople of Egypt were once f. 
ks by N V the 45 
rities upon the advocates for a in the 
0 
(words pronounced in my hearing, and to which 
to attend) when he ſays, * If the King ſhould conſent 
te with any rep ation otherw:ſe . 
4 tuted, he ought ta die ; and I truſ in God he would dis; 


and, and laſtly, combi language, and 
9 found 3 in og Ye, book, with the Ber 


Lord Grenville and Mr. Pitt, * 38 thou 

ſor ſmothering within our labouring hat - fe” & "By pr 
and for rendering it — Air to eng can be e 
can be fo 


7 to a2 


11 y, that I alſo was 
once his friend; 2 be then was the object of my 


greateſt reverence, of ar ps gn Nor did he ever 
oe an the frat cans ſonal offence. 
be a ; for he is become, in my eftimation, the enewy 


The preſent, Sir, believe me, is not one of thoſe 
calls upon the public, b 


-four, the terroriſts of England be- 
ITT IO Boe filled the land 


Example of France a Warning to Britain, p. 200. 


(19 ) 
adunt.cn Hoke ee ie and fs the 
virtue courage countrymen, will be 
laſt ſtroke —— — iberties I 
truſt that Bills, to their confuſion, will yet be con- 
8 | 


propoſing — thee 
or or 


| receive 
Y Rotten 


With great reſpect, I have the honor to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
a 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
: JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 


